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pecker and high holder. This is the first recorded instance of the nest 
of this l^ird having been found on the Island. 

Mr. James Ra3'mond presented a large stone axe, skin scraper and 
several arrow heads from Tottenville. 

Mr. Arthur Hollick showed fossils, mostly corals, found in the yel- 
low gravel overlying thelimoiiite ore on Todt Hill. 

Dr. Britton remarked that an outcrop of Cretaceous clay had been 
recently reported at the foot of Eltingville road, and Mr. Hollick 
stated that recent excavations near the railroad trestle beyond Arling- 
ton station had exposed Triassic shale in considerable quantity, and 
that the locaUty would probably repay careful examination. Other 
exposures of this formation at Mariners' Harbor and Erastina, were 
described in the proceedings for April nth, 1889. 

A list of the fungi in the cabinet of the Association, named by Mr. 
J. B. Ellis, of Newfield, N. J., was presented, which will be published 
as a special. 



SCIENTIFIC NEWS. 



The session of the Marine Biological Laboratory during the past 
summer was as successful as the most sanguine could wish. Every 
room and table was occupied, and some applicants were refused merely 
on account of lack of accommodations. Altogether forty-four per- 
sons were at work there during the summer. Among the changes 
made the following were the more important : The northern side of 
the investigator's room was divided by partitions into ten small .studies 
for advanced students, who were invited to avail themselves of the 
facilities of the Laboratory free of expense. Each room was furnished 
with table, chair, glassware, reagents, aquarium, etc. The iron water 
pipes were replaced by wooden ones, and a large tank was erected out- 
side the building. The library proved extremely valuable. Through 
the generosity of Mrs. Evans of Boston the trustees had 1 1,000 to 
spend for books, and this was increased by an approjiriation from the 
general fund. The result is that the library is now furnished with sets 
of the more important journals, while naturalists all over the United 
States contributed "extras" of their papers. 

Twenty-five students occupied the lower laboratory, spending their 
time at dissecting and microscopical work, while the nineteen others 
present were engaged in investigation, and soon the world will begin 
to see the results of their work. Among the subjects studied were the 
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development of Actinoloba, of Edwardsia, the fertilization of echin- 
orderms, the development of a planarian, of Spirorbis, of hydroids, 
of Polygordius, of Hexapods, of Limulus, of the lobster, and of Alcy- 
onidium, the relation of the first cleavage plane to the axis of the 
teleosts, the head cavities of the elaismobranchs, the skull and circula- 
tion in the sharks, the formation of the germinal layers in the teleosts, 
the skull of the flounders, the nasal region in teleosts, Kupffer's vesicle, 
lateral line organs in Batrachus, the development of prosobranchs, and 
the morphology of the Algae. An interesting feature was the intro- 
duction of evening lectures once a week. Such lectures were given 
by Drs. Whitman, Minot, Cope, Kingsley, McMurrich, Gardiner, 
Ayers, Wilson, and Watase. 

Among the most pressing needs for the coming season are an addi- 
tion to the laboratory building to afford room for lectures, library, and 
students, a steam launch for collecting purposes, and more books for 
the library. 

Recent Deaths. — William Broderick, an English ornithologist, 
Dec. 21, 1888; Jacques Charles Puis, a Belgian entomologist, Jan. 13, 
1889 ; Eugene Ferdinand von Homeyer, owner of one of the largest 
collections of European birds, at Stolp, Pomerania, May 31, 1889, 
aged 79 years; J. Pancie, botanist and entomologist, at Belgrade, 
March 8, 1888, aged 74; August Emil Holmgren, entomologist, at 
Stockholm, Dec. 21, 1888; Giuseppe Seguenza, geologist, at Messina, 
Feb. 3, 1889. 

Dr. Erich Haase is a privat-docent for zoology in the University of 
Konigsberg 



